Florida House of Representatives

402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, Florida
32399-1300

Johnnie Byrd 420 The Capitol
Speaker (850) 488-1450

March 5, 2004
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Dear

Thank you for joining thousands of citizens who have called, faxed, e-mailed, and written to the
Florida House of Representatives regarding implementation of the constitutionally -mandated
voluntary pre-kindergarten program for 4-year-old children.

Your concerns have been heard in the Florida House, the People’s House. You do not want the
constitutional provision to be used as a tool for the state to intrude into families or into the
educational programs of the private and faith -based sectors. You are urging us to continue to be
champions who support the rights of parents through a variety of choice initiatives. You are
asking us not to expand government into the domains of Florida’s famili es, small businesses, and
faith-based programs. You want your children to continue to be taught in ways chosen by their
parents, not unduly restrictive ways mandated by public officials.

In crafting legislation at the Florida House, we abide by the five ¢ ore principles. These principles
should reduce government, lower taxes, expand individual freedom, increase personal
responsibility, and empower families. We will provide a voluntary pre-kindergarten program
implementation plan that fully complies with the constitutional amendment in such a way that
minimizes government bureaucracy and regulation. We will minimize cost to Florida’s
taxpayers, so we can continue to live within our means, and respect the rights, responsibilities,
and autonomy of parents to choose their children’s pre-kindergarten education.

We believe parents know what is best for their children. We also believe that this voluntary
program must be responsive to Florida’s families, not government. I appreciate you taking the
time to contact me regarding this very important issue. Together, we can truly make Florida a
better place to live, work, and to raise our families.

Very truly yours,

Johnnie Byrd
Speaker

speakerbyrd@myfloridahouse.com



